HERNÁNDEZ SCHOOLYARD PROJECT
Together we can do this for our kids and community!
HISTORY
Our current schoolyard was built about 15 years ago, designed and supported by the Hernández community of families,
staff, neighbors, and friends. Like many others, our schoolyard was funded by the Boston Schoolyard Initiative, which
doesn’t exist anymore. As Hernández families know well, our schoolyard now is in desperate need of replacement. Much
of the play equipment is broken to the point of being unusable. Schoolyard designs have also changed a lot over the last
15 years, with the best yards providing varied outdoor places for students to play, learn, rest, and be active.

CURRENT PROPOSAL
In the spring of 2015 we were awarded an anonymous grant to jumpstart our schoolyard planning. Last year our 7th
grade students (our current 8th graders) led a community investigation and survey process. They interviewed students
from different grades, visited multiple playgrounds around the city, and researched playground equipment. Due to this
work, we were lucky to be selected as one of five schools to receive funding from Boston Water and Sewer to redo our
grounds. Boston Water and Sewer will pay for a portion of the grounds resurfacing and the development of green
infrastructure for innovative learning, but we still need to raise the money for playground equipment and new surfaces.
Our current proposal brings together the Boston Water and Sewer project with the work of our students and will allow
space for an AMAZING schoolyard with updated and creative play structures, an outdoor learning classroom, a turf field
for soccer and other games, and rubber surfaces under the play structures. The project also includes demolition of the
current concrete “amphitheater” and other needed maintenance including improvements to a retaining wall, fencing,
and other waterproofing.
Many people have spent time and energy laying an amazing foundation for this work.
Now we have the
opportunity to see it
through and create an
incredible space for
play and learning for
our students and our
community!
FINANCIAL DETAILS
Play structures and safe
surfaces are expensive.
We need to raise
$500,000 more to make
our vision a reality.

Comments? Ideas? Please let us know! Contact Christy at christy.pardew@gmail.com or 617-913-7672.

Read more and donate: RafaelHernandezK8.org/schoolyard

How You Can Help
There’s room for everyone at
this party…
At this point we know that people power is
our best asset! We have such a broad and
diverse community at the Hernandez. We
want to know who you know.
I can:
Donate! (See below to donate online or
check here ____ if you’d like us contact you
with other options.)
Make an introduction to someone at a
foundation
Make an introduction to a community leader
Make an introduction to someone in the media
Make an introduction to someone in government
Make an introduction to my employer
Make an introduction to a local business
There are so many ways to be a part of the family community at the school. Here are some other ideas (and maybe you
have more!).
I can:
Cook for an event
Make phone calls in (circle one or both): English or Spanish
Ask local businesses for support
Help install the play structures in the summer of 2017
Gather five friends to help install the play structures
Help write (circle one or both): grants or fundraising letters
Sell raffle tickets
Other ideas: ______________________________________________________

Your Name: _____________________________ Your phone number: ____________________________
Your email address: ____________________________________________________________________
What is your Hernández connection or other organizational affiliation? Teachers, please list your grade and
classroom section. Families, please list your child’s name and grade. Thank you!
______________________________________________________________________________________

Comments? Ideas? Please let us know! Contact Christy at christy.pardew@gmail.com or 617-913-7672.

Read more and donate: RafaelHernandezK8.org/schoolyard

